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Engineers to move on many of the remaining
projects in order to prevent future Congres-
sional bottlenecking.

Restoration is not a theoretical exercise.
CERP has demonstrable successes and bien-
nial reports from the National Academy of
Sciences. We know that the federal and state
governments can successfully work together
with private businesses and landowners to
reach mutually beneficial agreements that re-
store the health of this unique, beautiful, wild,
and wonderful resource that is absolutely es-
sential for Florida.

| urge my colleagues to support critically im-
portant legislation.
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Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my disappointment with the budget
sequester that seems almost certain to occur.
These automatic budget cuts will become ef-
fective tomorrow, Friday, March 1, 2013 un-
less Congress acts immediately. Many of my
Democratic colleagues have proposed serious
alternatives to the cuts, which | fully support.

Since the start of the 113th Congress,
House Republicans have failed to bring a sin-
gle bill to the floor that would prevent the cuts.
The sequester will harm every American, es-
pecially the constituents of my district.

Estimates from the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities demonstrate that the Women,
Infant and Children nutrition program will be
unable to assist between 600,000 and
775,000 individuals. Low income families de-
pend on food assistance programs. Too many
children in my district come to school hungry,
which leads to the inability to focus on their
schoolwork.

Sequestration will also undermine federally-
funded programs that provide low income,
underinsured, and uninsured women access to
breast and cervical cancer screening and di-
agnostic testing. The women in my community
need these programs to receive proper treat-
ment.

Layoffs and furloughs to the Social Security
Administration will slow the processing of So-
cial Security applications. Many of my con-
stituents who are retired or have disabilities
depend on Social Security. Americans have
worked for their Social Security benefits, and
have the right to expect service.

As a member of the Homeland Security
Committee, | am concerned about cuts to air-
port security. This issue has enormous impor-
tance to me and my fellow New Yorkers,
many of whom work in airport security at JFK
and LaGuardia airports. The cuts present seri-
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ous risks to the workers at these airports and
to our national security. These men and
women have dedicated their lives to serving
this country to keep it safe. A reduction in se-
curity workers will increase complications in air
travel and increase the possibility of danger to
this nation and its people.

The sequester will also harm small busi-
nesses, by reducing support for loan programs
administered by the Small Business Adminis-
tration as well as government contracts, and
training program for small businesses. | am
extremely sensitive to the plight of small busi-
nesses, as a member of the Small Business
Committee.

| urge my colleagues to prevent these cuts
to important programs. Our constituents want
us to compromise to prevent these drastic
cuts. In the words of Mohandas Gandhi, “The
best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in
the service of others.” We swore an oath to
defend, protect and serve this country. Ameri-
cans are depending on us to make the right
decision. We should not delay a vote. We
need to come together, make a decision and
protect the interests of the people we rep-
resent.
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Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, the sequester
is bad way to deal with deficit reduction and
will likely have a negative effect on our econ-
omy, particularly Maryland’s economy, which |
have been saying for years is unusually vul-
nerable to reductions in government spending.
We are faced with the sequester because our
government has failed to act in a bi-partisan
way for the good of the country. The cost of
doing nothing is not nothing. Because we
failed to take the necessary steps to deal with
our deficit in a balanced way—and because
special interests were uncompromising in the
face of any proposals that affected them—we
find ourselves facing a mini-doomsday ma-
chine in the sequester.

Unless Congress acts, sequestration would
have a serious and disproportionate impact on
job creation and economic growth in Maryland.
The 60 non-military federal facilities and 17
military facilities in Maryland would see their
ability to conduct operations significantly
erode; nearly 140,000 federal civilian employ-
ees who work in Maryland would face fur-
loughs and potential pay cuts; and thousands
of jobs in Maryland would be put at risk. Our
students, small businesses, families, and first-
responders would also be affected by dev-
astating cuts to investments in education, law
enforcement, infrastructure, innovation, re-
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search, and other areas that are critical to
building a strong middle class.

Our focus should be on avoiding the se-
quester and passing a grand budget deal
along the lines of Simpson-Bowles that re-
duces the deficit in a balanced way. We
should do our job, which is to come together,
negotiate in good faith, and find a solution.

———
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise re-
garding the 52nd anniversary of the Peace
Corps to recognize the service, sacrifice and
commitment of the men and women who de-
vote a portion of their lives to the task of help-
ing to strengthen the ties of friendship and un-
derstanding between the people of United
States and others around the world. These
cultural ambassadors embody the legacy of
service that is the foundation of this nation’s
image abroad. Since 1961, more than 210,000
volunteers have served in 193 countries
around the world. Their efforts in Africa, Asia,
Central and South America, Europe, the Mid-
dle East and elsewhere have made significant
and lasting contributions in the areas of agri-
culture, business development, education,
health, and youth development among others.

| know firsthand of the long-lasting benefits
of the good work of the Peace Corps. My fa-
ther served in the Navy and then went on to
become a United States Foreign Service offi-
cer, proudly representing America in places
like Turkey and India and Pakistan, where |
was born. | learned a lot about the world as
a child in those places, but | also learned a lot
about America.

One memory of those years stands out. It
was in the early 1970s, and | had just turned
14. One day, | traveled with my parents to a
tiny remote village in Sri Lanka. There, |
walked into a family’s small hut and as my
eyes adjusted to the light, | noticed, hanging
on the wall, a portrait of President John F.
Kennedy. It was 10 years after he had been
in the White House and half a world away
from our country, but for these villagers it rep-
resented the America that had sent Peace
Corps volunteers to help them. It represented
the America they looked to as a land of oppor-
tunity and as a force for good and justice
around the world. That portrait of our president
represented an America that was a beacon of
hope.

As we celebrate the fifty-second anniversary
of the Peace Corps, let us salute the men and
women who helped bring the best of America
to the people of the world.
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